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Beach Park School District #3

Gifted-Talented Program

MISSION

The purpose of the  Beach Park District #3 gifted educational program is to provide gifted and talented students with the appropriate opportunities and experiences to develop self direction and acquire the attitudes, knowledge and skill that will enable them to become responsible persons. 

DEFINITION

Beach Park District #3 recognizes gifted children as children who consistently excel or show the potential to consistently excel above the average child in one or more of the defined areas of giftedness defined by the state. 

“The General Assembly finds the following:  
1. that gifted and talented children 
a. exhibit high performance capabilities in intellectual, creative, and artistic areas  

b. possess an exceptional leadership

c. excel in specific academic fields, and 

d. have the potential to be influential in business, government, health care, the arts, and other critical sectors that our economic and cultural environment; 

2. that gifted and talented children require services and activities that are not ordinarily provided by schools; and

3. that outstanding talents are present in children and youth from all cultural groups, across all economic strata, and in all areas of human endeavor; and

PHILOSOPHY

District #3 already offers a quality educational program; however, the district maintains some students have extraordinary abilities and talents that need to be addressed. The District believes:

1. The need to service gifted students is the result of their special needs for acceleration and enrichment beyond what is normally available in the regular classroom. 

2. The task of addressing individual student needs requires diversified, differentiated, updated, comprehensive programming so students are given the fullest opportunity to develop intellectually, physically, socially, creatively, and emotionally. 

3. That various programming techniques promote higher level thinking, independent problem solving, engaged learning and the development of appropriate self concepts and self esteem.

4. That programming which is flexible and fosters, will provide the maximum growth and development, which is reflective of the school’s community and resources. 

5. That education is shared between students, home, school, community and society. Each child brings to the school environment a unique combination of learning styles, intellectual abilities, talents, cultural background, interests and emotions. All students require a challenge; with challenge comes learning. 

6. That the task of addressing gifted students’ needs require qualified educators that exemplify the professional knowledge and performance teaching standards for teachers of gifted/talented learners identified by the Illinois Association for Gifted Children (IAGC). 

PROGRAMMING GOALS

1. To provide programs and units of study where students develop the ability to think critically and creatively, while evaluating their own talents and interests.  

2. To facilitate opportunities for learning that are external to the formal school program, but which provide an important match to the needs of the students (foreign language, humanities, etc).

3. To develop an understanding for systems of knowledge, themes, issues, and problems where students are able to interrelate ideas both within and across all domains of study.

4. To identify those students who consistently excel or definitely show the potential to consistently excel significantly above the average in language arts and mathematical intellectual ability, such that they absolutely need and will profit from special, specifically planned educational services.

5. To provide a confluent approach that allows for accelerated and advanced learning with a provision of enriched and extended experiences.  This approach is best served and implemented through a program designed that allows students to have experiences and opportunities for learning with their general education peers, but that there also are occasions and curriculum areas where it is necessary that the enriched and extended experiences are best provided in a setting different from their general education peers.

6. To compact the math curriculum providing students the opportunity to excel to two academic math levels above grade level. 
7. To provide opportunities for students to show case their abilities (math competitions, National Talent Search, etc.).
Illinois State Board of Education Requirements
Public Act 094-0151
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AN ACT concerning education. 

Be it enacted by the People of the State of Illinois, represented in the General Assembly.

Section 5. The School Code is amended by adding Article 14A as follows:
(105 ILCS 5/Art. 14A heading new)  ARTICLE 14A. GIFTED AND TALENTED CHILDREN (105 ILCS 5/14A-5 new)  Sec. 14A-5. Applicability. This Article applies beginning with the 2006-2007 school year.  (105 ILCS 5/14A-10 new)  Sec. 14A-10. Legislative findings. 

In order for a local program for the education of gifted and talented children to be approved by the State Board of Education, the local program must meet the following minimum requirements:

1. The use of a minimum of three (3) assessment measures used to identify gifted and talented children in each area in which a program for gifted and talented children is established, which may include without limitation scores on standardized achievement tests, observation checklists, portfolios, and currently-used district assessment.

2. A priority emphasis on language arts and mathematics

3. An identification method that uses the definition of gifted and talented children as defined in Section 14A-20 of this Code

4. Assessment instruments sensitive to the inclusion of underrepresented groups, including low-income students, minority students, and English Language Learners

5. A process of identification of gifted and talented children that is of equal rigor in each of aptitude addressed by the program

6. The use of identification procedures that appropriately correspond with the planned programs, curricula, and services

7. A fair and equitable decision-making process

8. The availability of a fair and impartial appeal process within the school district for parents or guardians whose children are aggrieved by the decision of the district regarding eligibility for participation in a program

9. Procedures for annually informing the community at-large, including parents, about the program and the methods used for the identification of gifted and talented children

10. Procedures for notifying parents or guardians of a child of a decision affecting that child’s participation in a program

11. A description of how gifted and talented children will be grouped and instructed in order to maximize the educational benefits the children derive from participation in the program, including curriculum modifications and options that accelerate and add depth and complexity to the curriculum content

12. An explanation of how the program emphasizes higher-level skills attainment, including problem-solving, critical thinking, creative thinking, and research skills as embedded within relevant content areas

13. A methodology for measuring academic growth for gifted and talented children and a procedure for communicating a child’s progress to his or her parents or guardian, including the report card

14. The collection of data on growth in learning for children in a program for gifted and talented children and the reporting of the data to the State Board of Education

15. The designation of a supervisor responsible for overseeing the educational program for gifted and talented children

16. A showing that the certified teachers who are assigned to teach gifted and talented children understand the characteristics and educational needs of children and are able to differentiate the curriculum and apply instructional methods to meet the needs of the children

17. Plans for the continuation of professional development for staff assigned to the program serving gifted and talented children
SCREENING/TESTING/MONITORING
Beach Park School District #3 uses the following screening tools and assessments to identify and monitor students who are considered truly gifted: 

· Cognitive Ability Test (COGAT), Screening Assessment for Gifted Elementary Students (SAGES-2), Gifted and Talented Screening Education Screening (GATES), Otis-Lennon School Ability Test (OLSAT), Performance Series, Dynamic Indicators of Basic Early Literacy Skills (DIBELS), Renzuli Scales for Rating the Behavioral Characteristics of Superior Students (SRBCSS), Illinois Standards Achievement Test (ISAT), and Characteristic Rating
For more information regarding these screening tools and assessments, contact the building Principals, District G/T Liaison, or the Director of Curriculum. 

PROGRAMMING
Beach Park School District #3 is committed to the optimum development of each student including those with gifted needs. The dynamics of the district’s program focuses on academics and affective needs of the student. The gifted program for 2008-2009 consists of the following components:

Academic Clustering (AC) - This type of grouping consists of a science/math grouping and/or a humanities/language arts grouping which includes literature, writing, and social studies.

Acceleration Compacting Curriculum (ACC) – This refers to an educational intervention that matches the level, complexity, and pace of the curriculum with the readiness and motivation of the student.  It includes content acceleration which provides students with the opportunity to move through the curriculum at a faster pace or skip mastered curriculum and skills and substitute more challenging content.

Cluster Grouping (CG) - This type of grouping consists of two features.  Identified students can be clustered in groups of three or more per classroom; the classroom teacher designs and implements activities to match the needs of the learners by differentiating what is taught and how it is taught.

Comprehensive Gifted Program (CGP) – This program offers a complete gifted curriculum and is designed for students who have extraordinary academic needs, abilities, and intellectual potential.  This program provides students the opportunity to receive compacted, accelerated, and enriched instruction in a self-contained gifted classroom.

Core Academic Replacement Program (CARP) – Core academics refer to reading, language arts, math, science, and social studies.  The replacement service consists of two features:  push-in and pull-out programs.  Students who have been identified as gifted in only one academic area have the opportunity to receive academic instruction in their area of strength from a gifted instructor who compacts, accelerates, and enriches the specific content curriculum to meet their needs.

Differentiation (DF) – This refers to instruction that supports the accommodations of diverse academic needs of students.  This is provided in a cluster group or comprehensive program.

Enrichment (ENR) – This type of programming adds depth and breadth to grade level competencies.  It may be accomplished through extension of grade level curriculum and the development of the following skills:  logical thinking, reasoning, critical thinking, and problem solving.

High School Acceleration (HSA) – Students who have been identified as gifted in math have the opportunity for acceleration to the high school.  Individuals who qualify for this programming will receive math instruction from high school teachers.

Resource (RE) – This service involves G/T teachers working with gifted students within the regular classroom setting.  The resource services often extend to students in the classroom who are considered high achievers that do no meet the gifted criteria.

Single Subject Acceleration (SSA) – This is effective in schools that utilize flexible grouping and refers to move the student to a higher grade level for instruction in a single content area only.

Twice Exceptional Program (TEP) – This program is for students who have been identified in an area in addition to the gifted program (i.e. speech, ELL, Special Education).  Services for these students must meet their Individualized Education Plan (IEP) as well as their gifted needs.

Whole Grade Skipping (WGS) – This service allows a student the opportunity to skip a grade in the regular educational or gifted program and be moved into an appropriate level of instruction.
For information specific to each school, 
please contact the school principal.

EXIT/ INTERVENTION PROCEDURES 

The gifted program provides gifted and talented students the opportunity to succeed and excel. However, occasionally a mismatch may occur between a child’s academic placement and his/her ability. If a student; does not show academic focus, show consistent academic growth or does not conform to behavioral expectations, interventions may be initiated. A common sign that both teachers and parents see when a mismatch occurs is low grades. In this case, intervention procedures and possible exit from the program are undertaken. 

Intervention Procedures

Behavioral expectations consist of appropriate social and emotional behaviors that do not interfere with the students learning and the educational environment of the gifted program.  Academic focus and growth consist of maintaining a C average and maintaining scores in the upper percentile on the Performance Series tests. If a students is not maintaining a C in one or more of the gifted classes or their Performance Series scores begin to fall below the upper percentile, a process to support the student and improve the grades/ test scores will be initiated. 
This consists of the following: 
1. The teacher will meet with the student to discuss reasons for the grades/ test scores, and a plan of action for improvement will be devised collaboratively by the student and teacher.
2. The teacher will contact the parent/ guardian in order to make them aware of the concerns and the agreement between the student and teacher.
3. The teacher and the student will meet again in approximately two to three weeks to check the student’s progress. 
4. If the student does not show reasonable improvement as determined in the plan of action, school intervention is initiated through a PST. The gifted teacher, District G/T Liaison, and/ or Director of Curriculum will meet with the principal, parent/ guardian and support staff. Recommendations will be made and a new plan of action for improvement will be devised. This may include: 
a. monitoring the assignment book,
b. meeting with support staff, 
c. further screening, 
d. additional interventions 

Exit Initiated by the School

If the student’s progress has not improved after the intervention process has been completed, the school may consider exiting the student from the program. A meeting will be held with the parent/guardian, gifted teacher, building Principal, District G/T Liaison, and/or the Director of Curriculum. At this point the following may occur: 
1. the parent may choose to remove the student from the gifted program, and the student would be placed into regular education classes 
2. the team may determine that a mismatch between the student and the program has occurred, and the student would be placed in the regular education program
Exit Initiated by the Parent

Should a parent decide to initiate the removal of a child from the gifted program, the following procedures need to be followed: 
1. the parents must put their request in writing
2. a conference with the parents and the teacher will be scheduled
3. if after the conference the parents still wish to remove their child from the gifted program, the child will be placed into regular education classes 

Re-admission to the Program

A student may be considered for re-admission to the program the following year: Eligibility will be determined using the current district criteria/
APPEAL PROCEDURE

If the gifted accelerated program is considered inappropriate for a student placed in the program, and dismissal from the program is sought by the student’s educational team, the parent(s)/ guardians may appeal the decision:

· A written letter stating reason(s) for appeal sent to the building principal.

· Request for a meeting with the Director of Curriculum, Principal, District G/T Liaison, and a representative from the educational team. This request should occur no later than ten school days from the decision to dismiss. The written letter should be sent to the Director of Curriculum
· A decision should be made no later than five school days from the date of the meeting.

The educational review committee will look at the extenuating circumstances, academic performances, behavioral maturity, and emotional impact. Once the decision is made, the parent has the right to request for re-admittance no earlier than the next school year.

TRANSFER STUDENTS/ STUDENTS NEW TO THE DISTRICT

Students new to the district can be referred for testing by:

· Parent/guardian-send a written request to an administrator/gifted liaison/gifted teacher requesting testing.

· Teacher-send a written request to an administrator/ gifted liaison/gifted teacher requesting testing. 

· Administrator-send a written request to the gifted liaison for testing.
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